Material for Website on Gas Prices:
1. Find the Cheapest Gas

a. Find the Cheapest Gas in Your Area 
b. Use Your Smartphone to Find Cheap Gas 

c. Calculating the Cost of Your Road Trip 

2. What Drives Up the Price of Gas? 
a. What makes up the cost of a gallon of gas and diesel
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b. The Rising Price of Crude Oil

i. Turmoil in the Middle East
1. Oil is produced, consumed, and traded globally, and what happens in any one part of the market can affect the broader market. Whether oil is produced domestically or imported, the price is set by world oil markets. The unrest in the Middle East and North Africa, particularly in the oil producing countries has created instability in the market, which is contributing to the upward pressure on prices. As the risk to actual oil production and exports increases, so will the upward pressure on prices. The United States imports approximately 50% of its oil. The price of domestically produced oil is still set by the global market, but local conditions can cause a difference in prices between regions and even within a country.
i. Bottling up of Domestic Production
1.  Administration Permitorium – Despite lifting the deep water drilling ban on October 12, 2011, the Administration has only approved one new permit since “ending” the moratorium on offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico despite the more than 100 plans awaiting review by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  The Gulf of Mexico accounts for more than 25 percent of domestic oil production.
c. Price Gouging 
i. If you have questions regarding the legality of any price increases at their local gas station, please contact the New York Attorney General’s Office by calling the Consumer Helpline: 1-800-771-7755.
3. What is Congressman Reed Doing to Fix High Gas Prices?
a. Started the Marcellus Shale Caucus in the U.S. House of Representatives to have a bipartisan forum for members of Congress to express their opinions regarding the development of the Marcellus Shale and learn from an array of experts on the topic.  By opening up our domestic natural gas supply, we can alleviate some of the pressures on crude oil supply and prices.
b. Voted in favor of legislation that ends the EPA’s ability to prohibit offshore drilling.
c. Signed letter urging President Obama to end the Permitorium on offshore drilling.  
d. Supported the following legislation:

i. H.R. 1229, the Putting the Gulf of Mexico Back to Work Act, would amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to better facilitate the safe and timely production of American energy resources from the Gulf of Mexico. This bill would end the de facto drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico by requiring the Secretary of the Interior to act within thirty days on an application for a permit to drill.
ii. H.R. 1230, the Restarting American Offshore Leasing Now Act, would require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain offshore oil and gas lease sales within four months of the date of enactment for this Act. This bill would ensure that projects are subjected to a strict timetable and are implemented in a timely manner.
iii. H.R. 1231, the Reversing President Obama's Offshore Moratorium Act, would amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to require that each five-year offshore oil and gas leasing program is offered in the areas with the most prospective oil and gas resources. The bill would also establish a domestic production goal for oil and natural gas that would equate to a tripling of current American offshore production and reduce foreign imports by nearly one-third.
4. Tips to Increase Your Gas Mileage

a. Keep Tires Properly Inflated (You can improve your gas mileage by up to 3.3 percent by keeping your tires inflated to the proper pressure.  This saves you up to $.09/gallon).

b. Use the Recommended Grade of Motor Oil (You can improve your gas mileage by 1–2 percent by using the manufacturer's recommended grade of motor oil.  Can save you up to $.06/gallon)
c. Observe the Speed Limit (While each vehicle reaches its optimal fuel economy at a different speed (or range of speeds), gas mileage usually decreases rapidly at speeds above 60 mph.  You can improve you gas mileage by 7-23% saving $.21-$.71/gallon.) 
d. Remove Excess Weight (Avoid keeping unnecessary items in your vehicle, especially heavy ones. An extra 100 pounds in your vehicle could reduce your MPG by up to 2 percent.  Removing excess weight could save you $.03-$.06/gallon).
e. Get More Fuel Economy Information from the Department of Energy
5. Tell Congressman Reed How High Gas/Energy Prices Impact You
a. Click here to email Congressman Reed [hyperlink “here” to an special inbox in Spry, please.]
